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COUNTING SUBGROUPS OF NON-EUCLIDEAN
CRYSTALLOGRAPHIC GROUPS

GARETH A. JONES

Abstract

A method is obtained for counting the normal subgroups N of a noneuclidean crystallographic
group I" without reflections, with a given finite quotient group I"/N; this has applications to the
enumeration of regular coverings of orbifolds. The method, which involves Mdbius inversion
and character theory, is also applied to count normal surface subgroups and non-normal sub-
groups of finite index in I".

1. Introduction

The aim of this note is to describe and to illustrate a technique for comput-
ing the number n,(G) of normal subgroups N of a non-euclidean crystal-
lographic group (or NEC group) I', with quotient group I'/N isomorphic to
a given finite group G. The first part of the method (due to P. Hall) uses
Mobius inversion to reduce the problem to that of counting homomorphisms
from I" to various subgroups of G; this can be applied to any finitely gener-
ated group I', and hence to any NEC group. However the second part, the
use of character theory to count such homomorphisms, seems to be effective
only for those NEC groups which contain no reflections. Several simple il-
lustrative examples are considered, where G is cyclic, dihedral, or of prime
exponent. These methods are extensions of those used in [9], where I is as-
sumed to be a surface group, that is, it contains neither reflections nor el-
liptic elements (see also [10] for a general survey of applications of character
theory to surfaces). Izquierdo has taken a complementary approach in [8§],
where reflections are allowed, I" has genus 0, and G is a dihedral group D,
for some prime p; her methods are completely different, relying on the
special structure of these dihedral groups.

One can interpret these enumerative results in terms of orbifold coverings
(see [8] for a general account of this connection): if @ is the orbifold s#/I"
corresponding to I', where # is the hyperbolic plane, then np(G) is the
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number of equivalence classes of regular coverings of ¢ with covering group
G; the restriction that I" should have no reflections is equivalent to the con-
dition that the underlying surface of ¢ should be without boundary. By
refining these techniques to count the normal surface subgroups of I with
quotient-group G, one can also count regular coverings of (¢ by Klein
surfaces, rather than by orbifolds. Similarly, a straightforward extension to
non-normal subgroups of finite index allows one to count the non-regular
finite coverings of ( with a given permutation group as their monodromy

group.

The author is grateful to the organisers and participants of the EU-funded
Workshop on Computational Conformal Geometry, Helsinki, 1994, for
valuable discussions which gave rise to this paper, and to the referee for
some very helpful comments.

2. Counting normal subgroups

In [5], P. Hall developed a general technique for computing the number
nr(G) of normal subgroups N of a finitely generated group I" with a given
finite quotient group I'/N =2 G. These subgroups N are the kernels of the
epimorphisms 6 : I' — G; the set Epi (I, G) of such epimorphisms is finite
(since there are only finitely many ways of mapping the generators of I" into
G), so np(G) is finite. If 0,6, € Epi (I, G), then ker 6; = ker 6, if and only if
6, = 0) o a for some automorphism « of G, so nr(G) = |Epi (I, G)/Aut G|,
the number of orbits of Aut G acting by composition on Epi (I, G). Since
this action is fixed-point-free, every orbit has length |Aut G| and so

_ [Epi(I,G)|
nr(G) = = E8Gl

To count epimorphisms I" — G, one first counts the homomorphisms, and
then eliminates those which map I' onto proper subgroups of G. One can
invert the equation

[Hom(I', G)| = ) _ [Epi(I',K)],
K<G

to count epimorphisms in terms of homomorphisms, by introducing the
M bius function for G. This assigns an integer u(K) to each subgroup K of G
by the recursive formula

> wH) = bk =

H>K

1 if K=,
0 if K <G.
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The equation

[Epi(I, G)| = ) _ u(H)|Hom(I", H)|

H<G

is then easily deduced, and this immediately gives

)|Hom(I", H
)= gy S A (10

(1) nr(G

For many groups G, it is a routine task to find |Aut G| and p(H) for all
H < G, so there remains the problem of computing |Hom(I", H)| for all
H < G (or at least, for all those H < G with u(H) # 0). We shall use the
character theory of finite groups to do this for various NEC groups I'; for
background information on NEC groups and Klein surfaces, see [1] or [14],
for finite groups see [7], for character theory see [7] or [12], and for number
theory see [6].

3. Orientable NEC groups without reflections

An NEC group I'is a discrete group of isometries of the hyperbolic plane J#,
with compact quotient space # /I". First let us take I" to be an orientable
NEC group without reflections (that is, a co-compact Fuchsian group), so
that I" has signature

(S+) (& +;m,...,m]; {=})

where g,r,my, ..., m, are integers with g, > 0 and m; > 1 for all i. Here g is
the genus of #/I", the symbol + denotes orientability, the integers m; are
the periods of I', and {—} denotes the absence of reflections. This means that
I" has generators

A/,' (izl,...,r), Aj,Bj (]:1,,g)

and defining relations

g
Xm=1 (i=1,...,r), A; [[4.B1=1.
i=1 j=1

It follows that the number
or(H) = [Hom (I, H)|

of homomorphisms I' — H is equal to the number of solutions x;, a;, b; in H
of the simultaneous equations
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(2" X'm=1 (i=1,...,r),

r g

(2" JIESIZIESE

i=1 =1

This number can be computed by means of the following result, which is
proved in [9]. (The case r = 0, where I" is an orientable surface group, is due
to Frobenius [3] for g =1, and to Mednykh [11] for g > 1. See §7.2 of [13]
for similar results.)

THEOREM 1. The number of solutions of equation (2") in a finite group H,
where each x; lies in some union L; of conjugacy classes of H, is equal to

P )72 > xxa) ) x) )

x1€L; x.€L,

where x ranges over the irreducible complex characters of H.

Note that x(1) is the degree of x, the dimension of the corresponding CH-
module. In order to deduce a formula for o (H), we will choose the sets L;
to be the sets of the solutions x; € H of equations (2'). First we need some
notation. If m is a positive integer, H is a finite group and y is a complex
character of H, then let

Himl={heH|l"=1}

(which is a union of conjugacy classes of H), and let

Xim =" x(h).

heH[m]
Then Theorem 1 immediately implies:

COROLLARY 1. If I' has signature (S+) and H is any finite group, then

or(H) = [HX S x (17 xlmi] - x[my],

where x ranges over the irreducible complex characters of H.

Given the character table of H, this result makes it straightforward to
evaluate op(H). Character tables are available for many finite groups: see
[2], for instance.

Before considering some examples, it is useful to introduce some notation:
we let / denote the least common multiple of the periods m, ..., m, of I', and
for each integer m we let v, be the number of i such that m divides m;.
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ExampLESs. (3.1) Let H = Cy, a cyclic group of order d. In this case, one
can evaluate o (H) directly, without character theory, for instance by abe-
lianising I" and using the structure theory of finitely-generated abelian
groups. However, it is useful to apply Corollary 1 here as a simple illustra-
tion of the method.

There are d irreducible characters y of H, all of degree 1; these are the
homomorphisms H — C*, obtained by mapping a generator of H to a d-th
root of 1 in C. If m is any positive integer, then H|[m] is the unique subgroup
of order (m,d) in H, and so

(m,d), if H[m] < keryx,
x[m] =
0, otherwise.

It follows that a character xy makes a non-zero contribution to the formula
for op(H) if and only if kerx contains the subgroups H[m;| for all
i=1,...,r, or equivalently ker y contains the subgroup H|/] of order (/,d)
which they generate, where / =lem(mj,...,m,). There are d/(l,d) such
characters, each with y[m;] = (m;,d), so

r

d
O'F(Cd) = mH(m,,d) .

i=1
For instance, if d is a prime p then
pE i vy, >0,

UF(Cp) =
P, if v, =0.

We can now compute ny(G) where G = C,, a cyclic group of order n.
First, we have |Aut(G)| = ¢(n), where ¢ is Euler’s function on N. Now G has
a unique subgroup H = C; for each divisor d of n, and has no other sub-
groups; for each such H we have u(H) = u(n/d), where p on the right-hand
side denotes the M&bius function on N. Equation (1) therefore gives

nr(Cy) = ﬁ;u(g)mm

d*
) i Homa}.

d|n i=1
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For example, if # is a prime p then we have

P — 1) /(p—1) if v, >0,

(P —1)/(p—1) if 1, = 0.

nF(Cp) =

(32)Let H=D,=(a,b| & =b* = (ab)* = 1), a dihedral group of order
2p, where p is an odd prime. Apart from the identity element, this group has
one conjugacy class consisting of the p involutions a'b, and (p — 1)/2 classes
{a*"} of elements of order p. In addition to the principal character y;, the
other irreducible characters xy of H are the alternating character
x2(a'b) = (—1Y, together with (p — 1)/2 characters x; (k=1,...,(p —1)/2)
given by x;(a’) = ¢* + (% and x, (a'b) = 0, where ( is a primitive pth root
of unity. It follows that

if X = X1,
otherwise;

{ if x = x1 or x2,

if (m,2p)=2p then

if (m,2p)=p then

0 otherwise;

P +1 if x = x1,
if x = xa,
otherwise;

if (m,2p) =2 then

if (m,2p)=1 then x[m]= { 1 if x = ?(1 or xa,
2 otherwise.

If n;, denotes the number of i such that (m;, 2p) = h then Corollary 1 gives
or(Dy) = (2p)* M {@0)™ p7.(p + 1) + 02 gt (1 = p)”
+p -1 .2272g7r.0n2,,.011,,.2n2+n1}
2
2g—1 v v, n n n n D — 1 v, 72—2g—V,
— (2p) {2 2 p o+ 1) 0 (1= p) P 22 }

where we interpret 0° as meaning 1.

If we take G = D, then the subgroups H < G are H = D,, a unique sub-
group H = (a) isomorphic to C,, p subgroups (a’h) = C,, and the trivial
subgroup Cj. The values of p(H) for these subgroups are 1,—1,—1 and p
respectively, and |Aut(D,)| = p(p — 1), so equation (1) gives

nr(Dy) = {or(Dy) = 01(Gy) = por(Ca) + por(Cy) }.

b
pp—1)
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We have just computed or(H) for H = D,, and Example 3.1 deals with the
remaining subgroups H, so one can substitute these values and obtain ny(D,).
As in most cases where |G| is divisible by more than one prime, the resulting
general formula is rather unwieldy, so we will omit it and instead give a simple
example. Suppose that I' has signature (S+) with m; =--- =m, =p and
r>1; then we find that op(H)=2%p>-14r p%-14r 22 and 1 for
H = D,, C,,C, and 1 respectively, so

(22g _ 1)(p2g—2+r _ 1)
p—1 '

nr(Dy) =

(This formula is also valid in the case r = 0, as shown in [9].)

(3.3) If H has prime exponent p then H[m| = H or 1 as p does or does not
divide m. In the first case the orthogonality relations for the characters of H
give x[m] = |H| or 0 as x = x (the principal character) or x # xi, and in the
second case each character satisfies x[m] = x(1), the degree of x. It follows
that if v, > 0 (so that p|m; for some i) then only x; contributes to op(H),
and we have

or(H) = |H*™

if v, = 0, on the other hand, then x[m;] = x(1) for all x and all i, so that

or(H) = [HP<' S x (1)

(In particular, if H is an elementary abelian p-group C, x --- x C,, so that
there are |H| characters x of degree 1, then

|H|*7 iy, > 0,
or(H) =
|H|*, if v, = 0;

this generalises the result in Example 3.1 for H = C,.)

If G has exponent p then so does every non-trivial subgroup H < G, and
one can apply these formulee, together with the values of [Aut(G)| and u(H),
to determine n(G). For example, let G be the unique non-abelian group of
order p* and exponent p (where p > 2). Apart from G itself, the subgroups
H < G with u(H) # 0 are the p + 1 maximal subgroups, all isomorphic to
C, x C, and satisfying u(H) = —1, together with their intersection (the
Frattini subgroup ®(G) = C,, also equal to the centre Z(G)), for which
w(H) = p. It follows from the Burnside Basis Theorem ([7], III.3.15) that a
pair of elements generate G if and only if their images generate the Frattini
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factor group G/®(G) = C, x Cp; any two such pairs are equivalent under a
unique automorphism of G, so by counting such pairs we see that Aut(G)
has order (p* — p)(p* — p*) = p*(p?> — 1)(p — 1). Thus equation (1) becomes

1
PP D 1)

Since G has p? irreducible characters of degree 1, and p — 1 of degree p,
Corollary 1 gives

nr(G) {or(G) = (0 + Dor(Cy x G) +por(Cy) } -

ps—lin), if v, >0,
or(G) =
PN+ (p—1)p*%), if v, = 0.

We have already evaluated op(H) for the elementary abelian groups
H = C, x C, and C,, so writing 2¢g — 1 + v, = h we obtain

P — D = 1)/ - D(p - 1), if v, >0,
P =@ = D/ = D 1), if =0,

I’lp(G) =

4. Non-orientable NEC groups without reflections

Now let I" be an non-orientable NEC group without reflections, so that I
has signature

(S-) (g —;[m,....mJ; {-})

where g,r,my, ..., m, are integers with g > 1,7 > 0 and m; > 1 for all i. Thus
I" has generators

X (i=1,...,r), 4 (=1,...,9
and defining relations
r g
xXrm=1 (i=1,...n, J[x][4=1

i=1 j=1

In this case, the number
or(H) = [Hom (', H)|

of homomorphisms I — H is equal to the number of solutions x;,a; in H of
the simultaneous equations

(3) XM"=1 (i=1,...,r),

l
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) Holleor
i=1 =1

j=

The formula for op(H) is similar to that in the orientable case, but it con-
tains one extra ingredient. Let x be an irreducible character of H, afforded
by a representation p. The Frobenius-Schur indicator of x (or of p) is defined
to be

1 2
oy ==y x(h).
T2
We have

1, if pisreal,
¢y = ¢ —1, if x is real but p is not real,
,  if x is not real.

The following result is proved in [9]; the case r = 0 is due to Frobenius and
Schur [4].

THEOREM 2. The number of solutions of equation (3") in a finite group H,
where each x; lies in some union L; of conjugacy classes of H, is equal to

S {7 30 w2 D0 x(w)}

x1€L, x,€L,

where y ranges over the irreducible complex characters of H.

COROLLARY 2. If I' has signature (S—) and H is any finite group, then

or(H) = [HE™ S & x (1" xlmy] - x[m]

where x ranges over the irreducible complex characters of H.

ExampLESs. (4.1) Let H = C4, a cyclic group of order d. By our earlier
description of the characters x of H, we see that ¢, = 0 unless either x = xi,
the principal character given by x(/#) =1 for all A, or else d is even and
X = X2, the alternating character which maps a generator of H to —1. Both
of these characters have ¢, =1, so a similar argument to that in the
orientable case gives

g
op(Ca) = a5 [ [ (mi,d)
i=1

where
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1, if d/(ld) is odd,
6 =
2, if d/(l,d) is even,

and / is the least common multiple of the periods m;. Thus if (m), denotes
the highest power of 2 dividing an integer m, then

1, if (m;), > (d), for some i,
6 =
2, if (m;), < (d), for all i.

For instance, if we take d to be an odd prime p we obtain
UF(CP) :Pg_l+l/’) )

whereas by taking d = 2 we have

C[2e i, >0,
UF(Cz) - {Zg7 if vy = 0.

(4.2) The calculation of or(D,) is similar to that in the orientable case
(Example 3.2): the values of x[m] are unchanged, and since every irreducible
representation of a dihedral group is real, we have ¢, =1 for all x. From
this, one can deduce a formula for np(D,): equation (1) is the same as before,
and Example 4.1 gives op(H) for the proper subgroups H of D,. For a
simple example, suppose that m; =---=m,=p and r>1. Then
op(H) =2¢p¢~1=r p&=1=" 2¢ and 1 for H = D,, C,, C; and C; respectively,
o)

(2 -D@Ep> - 1)

p—1 '
(This formula is the same as that obtained in the orientable case, except that
there each exponent g is replaced with 2g.)

nr(Dy) =

(4.3) Let H have prime exponent p. We can use the values of x[m] which
we determined in Example 3.3. If », > 0 then since ¢, = 1 for the principal
character y = x;, we have

or(H) = |H[F ",

if v, = 0, however, then
or(H) = [HF' Y e x(1)°F.
X

In this latter case, if p is odd then ¢, = 0 for all x # xi, so that
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or(H) = |Hf = |HF,

as before, whereas if p = 2 then ¢, = 1 and x(1) =1 for every x (since H is
abelian), so that

or(H)=|H].

As in the orientable case, these results extend those in Example 4.1 for
H = C,. One can now compute nr(G) when G has exponent p. For instance,
if G is the non-abelian group of order p* and exponent p (where p > 2), then
as before we have

1
PP -1 -1)
Since p is odd, the above results give o (H) = |H|" for each subgroup H < G
on the right-hand side, where 7 = g — 1 4 v, so a little algebra yields
nF(G) :ph—Z(ph o 1)(ph—1 _ 1) .
P*=Dp-1)

nr(G)

{ap(c;) — (p+1)or(C, x Cy) —|—p0p(Cp)}.

5. Normal surface subgroups

Since I" contains no reflections, its torsion elements are the conjugates of the
powers of the elliptic generators X;. Thus a normal subgroup N of I is
torsion-free if and only if it contains no non-trivial powers of any X, that is,
each X; is mapped to an element x; of order exactly m; in the quotient-group
G =T'/N. This is equivalent to N being a surface group (orientable or non-
orientable), or equivalently the orbifold 5 /N being a surface (without cone-
points). In fact, in this situation # /N is a Klein surface without boundary,
its dianalytic structure being induced by projection from #; conversely,
every compact Klein surface without boundary, other than the sphere,
projective plane, torus and Klein bottle, arises in this way (these exceptional
surfaces have spherical or euclidean uniformisations). One can apply Hall’s
theory as before to show that the number #}.(G) of normal surface subgroups
N in I', with I'/N = G, is given by

4) np(G) = Aut G| > u(H)op(H),

where o}.(H) denotes the number of surface-kernel homomorphisms
0: ' — H; these are the homomorphisms with torsion-free kernel, that is,
such that x; = X;0 has order m; foreachi=1,...,r.
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For each finite group H and each integer m > 1, let H(m) denote the set
of elements of order m in H, and for each character x of H let

x(my= > x(h).

heH (m)

Theorems 1 and 2 immediately imply the two parts of the following result.

COROLLARY 3. Let H be any finite group. If I' has signature (S+) then

Op(H) = [HP*™ 3 x(1)7 7 ) -t

and if T has signature (S—) then

o (H) = [HI Y Ex (1) x(m) -+ x(my)

where in each case, x ranges over the irreducible complex characters of H.

ExampLEs. (5.1) Let us calculate #n5-(C,). All subgroups H of C, are
cyclic, so first let H = Cy, let & be any generator of H, and let ¢ be a
primitive d-th root of 1 in C. Then the irreducible characters x of H are
the homomorphisms ) : H — S' ¢ C, determined by mapping 4 to
¢ (j=1,...,d); the kernel of x = ); has order k = (j,d), and the image has
order d/k. If m does not divide d then x(m) = 0, so assume that m|d. Then
H (m) consists of the elements of H which are generators of its unique sub-
group C,. Now C, Nkerx = Cyyp), so x maps C, onto the group of
m/(m, k)-th roots of unity, sending generators to primitive roots; each
primitive root is the image of ¢(m)/p(m/(m, k)) elements of H(m), and since
the sum of the primitive n-th roots of 1 in C is u(n) for all n, we find that

d(m)u(m/(m,k))
d(m/(m,k))

b(m) (%) ((mn,lk)) '

(This is the Ramanujan sum ¢, (j), the sum of the j-th powers of the primi-
tive m-th roots of 1, given by

enli) = olm) (5) (=) -

x(m) =

which we will abbreviate to
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where (m, k) = (m, (j,d)) = (m,j,d) = (m,j) since m|d; see [6, §§ 5.6, 16.6] for
details.)

Now let I" have signature (S+). If ¢}.(C,) > 0 then each period m; must
divide d, and hence their least common multiple / must also divide d. If we
assume that / divides d, then the above argument gives

o (Ca) = d*¢~ ]Z{H¢ ( )( ml,k))}
= d%! ,11 p(m;). ZX:{IH(%) ((m,jik))}
o T SO TIC) )

where we have used the fact that there are ¢(d/k) irreducible characters x
with | ker x| = k for each k dividing d.

If we take G = C, then all its subgroups H are cyclic groups C;; we can
therefore substitute the above formula for ¢.(H) in equation (4), giving

P 1 AR
(G = ()7

dn

) T o ()]

l|d|n

sl e SO T o))

=1 ldln K|d i=1

For example, let n be a prime p. If r > 1 then the main sum is empty (and
so n}-(C,) = 0) unless / = p, that is, m; = p for each i. In this case, the only
possible value for d in the summation is d = p, so k =1 or p, and we find
that

(G = (0= 1)+ (-1))

If » = 0, on the other hand, then / =1, so d =1 or p, and we get

-1

np(Gp) = -1

(This agrees with our earlier value for np(C,), since I is torsion-free when
r=20.)
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The calculation of ¢}.(Cy) is a little simpler in the non-orientable case,
since the only irreducible characters x of C; with ¢, # 0 are the principal
character x; and the alternating character y, (when d is even); these two
characters, which send a generator of Cy to £1 respectively, satisfy ¢, = 1.
As before, we have x(m) = 0 unless m divides d, in which case x| (m) = ¢(m)
and (if d is even) yo(m) = (=1)""¢(m). 1t follows that if w, denotes the
number of 7 such that d/m; is odd, then

ds'o(my)...p(m,), if [|d and d is odd,
op(Ca) = { 2d¢'p(my) ... ¢(m,), if I|d, d is even and wy is even,

0, otherwise,

so equation (4) gives

B 1 n o1 A o1 ‘
(G ‘M{;”(a)dg Lot + Z 2u(g) e I,HI‘“’”‘)}

1 £ n ., n\ .
= ngb(m;){;u(g)dg Py %ﬂ: 2u(3)dg 1}.
dodd d,wy even

For example, let n be an odd prime p. If r > 1 then n}.(C,) = 0 unless
[ = p, that is, m; = p for all i, in which case n3.(C,) = (p — 1) 'p* 15 if r =0
(so that / = 1) then n-(C,) = (p¥~' —1)/(p — 1). Similarly, if n = p =2 and
r>1 we get nf(Cy) =28 or 0 as r is even or odd, while for r =0 we get
n}-(Cy) =28 — 1. As in the orientable case, one can confirm these results by
considering epimorphisms from the finite abelian group I'/I"I” onto C,.

(5.2) Let G = D), where p is an odd prime, and suppose that I" has periods
my=---=m,=p with r>1. A surface-kernel homomorphism I'— D,
must have image H < D, containing elements x; of order p, so H = C, or D,
and hence

1
rip—1)

If I" is orientable, then Example 5.1 shows that

o (G) =p* (=D = 1)+ (-1)).

The two 1-dimensional characters x of D, satisfy x(p) =p — 1, while the
(p — 1)/2 remaining characters (all 2-dimensional) satisfy x(p) = —2, so
Corollary 3 gives

nr(Dp) = (e (Dp) = o1(Gp)) -
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o1 (Dp) = (2p) 7Y (1) ) =P o - D(@¥ (- )T+ (1)),
X

from which we obtain

W (Dy) = P52 — 1) (2%~ 1),
Similarly, in the non-orientable case we find that 03.(C,) = (p — 1)'p*~! and
o7 (Dy) =205 (p =127 (p = 1) + (1)), s0

np(Dy) = p (25 = D(p— 1) +2(=1)").

6. Non-normal subgroups and monodromy groups

It is possible to extend the method of this paper so that it applies to
non-normal subgroups M of finite index in an NEC group I, with I”
inducing a given permutation group on their cosets. This is because the core
of M (the intersection of its conjugates in I') is a normal subgroup N of
finite index in I, and I'/N is isomorphic to the finite transitive permutation
group G induced by I" acting on the cosets of M. The details are as follows.

Let G be a finite group with a faithful, transitive permutation represent-
ation on a set 2. Our aim is to determine the number n;(G, Q) of subgroups
M of I on whose cosets I' induces a permutation group (I'/N,I'/M)
isomorphic to (G, ). (An isomorphism between permutation groups (G, )
and (G',Q)) consists of an isomorphism G — G’, g+— g’ and a bijection
Q — ', w o such that (wg)' = w'g’ for all w € Q and g € G.) This extends
our earlier enumeration of normal subgroups, corresponding to the regular
representation of G.

Firstly, the techniques of §§2—4 are used to find the number ny(G) of
normal subgroups N of I' with quotient-group I'/N isomorphic to the
abstract group G. For each such core N, the subgroups M > N on whose
cosets I" induces a permutation group isomorphic to (G, 2) are in one-to-one
correspondence with the point-stabilisers G, = {g € G |wg =w} (we Q) in
such representations of G. Now these stabilisers form an orbit under
A = Aut G, so the number of them is equal to the index |4 : N4(G,)| in A4 of
their normalisers N4(G,) = {a € 4 | (G,)a = G, }, and hence

(5) nr(G,Q) = |4 : Ny(G)|.nr(G).

The permutation group (G, Q) is isomorphic to the monodromy group of
the orbifold covering # /M — O = # /T, that is, the group of permutations
of the sheets induced by lifting closed paths in @. It follows therefore that
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this method enumerates the coverings of ¢ with a given permutation group
as their monodromy group.

To determine how many of these coverings are by Klein surfaces, one
restricts this enumeration to surface subgroups M, as in §5. A subgroup M is
a surface group if and only if it contains no elliptic elements, that is, each of
the generators x; (i =1,...,r) of G acts on  as a semi-regular permutation
of order m;, consisting entirely of cycles of length m;. One can therefore find
the number n%.(G, ) of surface subgroups M, on whose cosets I" induces
(G,Q), by taking each L; in Theorem 1 or 2 to be the set of elements of order
m; in G which act semi-regularly on €.

ExAMPLE (6.1). Let G = D, acting naturally on the set {2 of vertices of
a regular p-gon, where p is an odd prime. A point-stabiliser G, (= C;) lies
in an orbit of length p under 4 =AutD,, so equation (5) gives
nr(D,,Q) = pnr(D,); the calculation of np(D,) was discussed in Examples
3.2 and 4.2 in the orientable and non-orientable cases. To determine
ny(D,, Q) one needs to know the non-identity elements of D, which are semi-
regular on €); these are the rotations a,d?,...,a""!, which coincide with the
elements of order p, so if some m; # p then n}.(D,,) = 0. Let us therefore
assume that m; =p for i=1,...,r. We may also assume that r > 1, for
otherwise n}.(D,,?) = nr(D,, ) and there is no problem. In the orientable
case, Example 5.2 shows that there are n}.(D,) =p* 2(p—1)"' (2% — 1)
possible kernels N; each is the core of p surface subgroups M, so

np(Dy, Q) = (p— 1)1 (2% - 1)
Similarly, in the non-orientable case there are
np(Dp) = P2 (26 = D(p = 1) +2(=1))
kernels N and hence there are
(D, ) = p (26 = D(p— 1) +2(-1))

surface subgroups M. In either case, each conjugacy class of these subgroups
M consists of all those with a given core N, so the number of conjugacy
classes, and hence the number of equivalence classes of surface coverings of
¢ with monodromy group (D,,{), is given by the above formule for

ny(Dp).
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